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1. Introduction 
a. RFG is pleased to provide a response to the Ministry of Housing, Communities, and Local Government’s proposed National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) for 2026. This response is not confidential.
b. RFG is the representative body for rail freight in the UK, with over 130 member companies including rail freight operators, ports, and equipment suppliers. Our primary objective is to increase the use of rail freight to move goods, while also providing economic and environmental benefits throughout the UK.
c. Moving freight by rail is a government priority, intending to achieve 75 percent rail freight growth by 2050. To meet or exceed this goal, rail freight terminals must be in optimal locations. The NPPF is essential in our members receiving planning permission for new rail sites and in protecting existing ones. 
d. Our response to the previous Department for Transport Call for Evidence outlined the difficulties our members face in planning. We are pleased to see some of these concerns addressed in the new NPPF draft.

2. Summary
a. The proposed NPPF policy on freight will create meaningful benefits in the industry by:
i.  Encouraging commercial development that supports advancements in freight and logistics
ii. Creating a policy that asks for development proposals for freight and logistics sites to prioritise effective and efficient transportation. 
iii. Expecting development applicants to discuss the adverse effects of existing activity with relevant figures, and bear the responsibility for mitigating the effects as the “agents of change”. 

3. Relevant Question Responses
a. 84: We agree that increased emphasis should be placed on relevant national strategies, such as the Industrial Strategy, to encourage economic growth. The rail sector is a key area of economic growth and therefore must be regarded in commercial development plans.
b. 85: We agree with the approach for meeting business land and premises needs such that it supports business growth. Prioritising commercial development proposals’ economic benefits such that it reflects the Industrial Strategy and its support for freight and logistics advancement is critical.
c. 86: We strongly agree with the proposed decision-making policy regarding freight and logistics uses, supporting effective and efficient transportation. Accessible transport links, consideration of environmental and community impacts, and adequate vehicle parking are key factors in ensuring that future freight and logistics sites contribute to effective and efficient goods transportation. 
d. 168: We agree that policy P4 improves clarity on how decision-makers will apply the agent of change principle, and we welcome its protection of existing terminals when adjacent development occurs.
e. M1: Aggregates and industrial minerals are a significant market for rail freight, and we echo the concerns of producers around the removal of the recognition of essentiality and the need for a "steady and adequate supply to support economic growth.”
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